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Applicants' Reply filed September 29, 2007 is acknowledged. Claims 10 and 15- 
19 remain under consideration. 

Applicants' argument in response to the rejection set forth in the last Office 
Action is persuasive. The rejection of record under 35 U.S.C. 103 is hereby withdrawn. 
The following rejections represent the only rejections applied to the present claims. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 10 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Koga et al., Drugs of the Future . 

Koga teaches the administration of the compound of instant Formula I, which is 
designated GM-61 1 , a motilin receptor agonist, to treat idiopathic constipation and 
constipation-dominant irritable bowel syndrome. See page 270, left column, lines 14- 
18. The compound was shown to induce strong contractions in the stomach, and the 
contractions migrated caudally along the small intestine. Such an effect would have 
resulted in an acceleration of defecation. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 10 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Koga et al., Drugs of the Future . 

Koga teaches the administration of the compound of instant Formula I, which is 
designated GM-611 , a motilin receptor agonist, to treat idiopathic constipation and 
constipation-dominant irritable bowel syndrome. See page 270, left column, lines 14- 
18. The compound was shown to induce strong contractions in the stomach, and the 
contractions migrated caudally along the small intestine. Such an effect would have 
resulted in an acceleration of defecation. 

As required by claims 15-18, constipation, regardless of its etiology, i.e., that 
induced by an analgesic; by a functional bowel disorder, such as irritable bowel 
syndrome; or through age-related decreases in intrinsic colonic reflexes, would have 
reasonably been suggested by the teachings of Koga. In all cases, the presence of 
motilin receptors on colonic smooth muscle provides a potential therapeutic application 
for GM-61 1 . The effect of GM-61 1 is generally thought to be more pronounced than 
that of existing gastroprokinetic agents. 

No claim is allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Phyllis G. Spivack whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0585. The Examiner can normally be reached on 10:30 AM-7 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful after one 
business day, the Examiner's supervisor, Ardin Marschel, may be reached on 591-272- 
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071 8. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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